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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LIFE AND CHARAC- 
TER OF JESUS CHRIST. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE subject which is intended to occupy a few pages in some sce 
ceeding numbers of the Monitor, must be considered interesting to 
every serious reader. Those parts of our Saviour’s life and con- 
versation in which he showed the virtues that he enjoined, we shall 
attempt to explain and illustrate. The subject justly claims the at- 
tention of all, for Jesus Christ is presented to us as a pattern of 
those moral excellencies which he taught. He is described not 
enly as our Instructor, our Redeemer, our Judge, and King, in 
whom dwelt the fulness of God; but a partaker of our nature, in all 
things tempted like us, but without sin, and an example of active 
and passive obedience. Every disposition which he expressed is 
suitable and lovely in his disciples, and they will certainly obey I his 
commands who imitate his life. 

The Saviour might have appeared in celestial splendour, as he 
did in his transfiguration, when his face shone with the brightness of 
a mid-day sun, and his garments wore an ineffable lustre; he might 
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have appeared attended by myriads of angels surrounded with pomp- 
and magnificence. From the clouds of heaven and the excellent glo- 
ry, he might have delivered his message to a trembling world: this 
he might have done had God so determined, and not have remained a 
day inthis scene of misery and sin, encountering the temptations and 
calamities of our state, and terminating a course of humiliation, of la- 

-boug, and suffering on the cross. But God’s ways are not our ways, 
nor his thoughts our thoughts. -Hé was to take on him the seed of 
Abraham rather than the nature of angels, that he should converse 
with man as 2 brother; that as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also should partake in the same; that he should before our 
eyes, and in our state, as the Captain of our Salvation, maintain that 
warfare with temptation and suffering which his followers are called 
to maintain. Our merciful God would afford us a guide, whose steps 
we may follow through a rugged and melancholy way, amid difficul- 
ties and dangers witbin and without, up to the mansions of glory and 
felicity, where sin and suffering, temptation, trouble, and death shall 
he no more for ever. 

Ou many accounts the moral character of our Saviour should be 
attentively regarded. 

In the first place it confirms the evidence of Christianity. Au 
agreement and consistency between the character and instructions 
of a divine teacher, tends greatly to strengthen his authority, and to 
establish a belief in the reality of his pretensions. 

Secondly, The character of Christ serves to instruct us in the fa- 
ture of the Christian religion. 

Christian religion is a divine life, a life of piety and virtue, form- 
ed by the doctrines, the precepts, and the example of the author and 
finisher of our faith. Now distinct ideas of the nature and essence 
of a practical religion cannot be communicated in a better way, than 
by memoirs of a perfect life. 

Thirdly, We are required to aequaint ourselves with the temper 
and character of Christ, because he is proposed to us as the object 
of imitation. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ, 
Jesus. He hath left us an example, that we should follow his steps. 

As our Lord endeavoured to promote the salvation of men, so 
must we; but not all by the same means. His acts as the Messiah 
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were prculiar to that office. We are not workers of miracles, nor 
infaiiibl- teachers, nor discerners of the thoughts. When it is said 
that we are to imitate the life of Christ, it is not meant that we are 
called to the same sort of, actions, but in all our behaviour to be in- 
flucnced by the dispositions which influenced him. We are to be 
like him in heart and mind, to conduct by the same rule, to look to- 
ward the same end, and to govern our lives by the same spirit. A 
servant of the lowest order is in a very different state from his mas- 
ter, yet we may very justly exhort such an one to follow the example 
of a pious and charitable master; not because he can perform the 
same acts, but because he may show the same spirit of piety and. 
charity in the actions proper to his condition. 

In pursuing the subject, let us consider the reasons and motives 
which should induce us to regard our Saviour as our example. 

1. It was the design of the Father to place his Son before us as. 
a pattern. It was a part of our Saviour’s errand into. the world, to 
furnish a living representation of the virtues that become human na. 
ture. We might infer such a design in the Deity, from finding 
ouyselves directed to imitate ‘inferior examples, and be followers of 
all who through faith and patience inherit the promises. We may 
infer it from the care he hath taken that the history of the life and 
conduct of Jesus should be written and transmitted, showing us how 
he spoke and acted in innumerable situations, The same design is 
proved by express declarations—If any man will comefafter me, 
Ghrist tells his hearers, he imust follow me; we must learn of him to 
be meek and lowly: we are declared to be predestinated by God 
to be conformed to the image of his Son. Our Christian calling is 
reduced to this, that we should follow Christ’s steps.. Our abiding 
in him, io the faith and profession of Christianity, is to be proved 
by our walking as he walked, and we are to look unto Jesus and his 
behaviour in the running the whole of the race set before us. 

2. The example of Jesus is entirely fit to be proposed to our. 
imitation for various reasons, His life and actions were the life and 
actions of a human person, though filled with all the fulness of God., 
“He was tempted like as we are.” Of our pleasures and pains, de- 
sires and ayversions, joy and sorrows, hopes and fears, he was a 
partaker without sin. ' 
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The example of Christ is pérfect, and the relations in which he 
stands to us, enforces the duty of imitating his moral ¢eharacter. 
He is our best friend, and greatest benefactor. He hath loved us 
With a strong and everlasting love. For us he lived, he suffered, 
and died. He practised the lowest condescension. He has con- 
ferred unspeakable blessings. 

It is promised to his true disciples, that when he shall appear they 
shall be like hint, for they shall see him as lie is. Can they be par- 
takers of his felicity hereafter, who fail to live as he lived here ? 
Can they sharé his condition, who bear no similitude to his charac- 
ter? ‘ 

With sacred curicsity, aud an earnest desire of improvement, let 
tis study the life of Christ as it is recorded in the Gospels; that be- 
holding as !n a glass the glory of the Lord, we may be changéd inte 
the same image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord! 


PIETY OF OUR SAVIOUR. 


" Tw representing the moral character of our Lord, we naturally give 
the chief place to his piety: this is the first and supreme obligation 
incumbent on inankind, and on all intelligent and moral creatures. 
The whole of religion is to be considered ap the service of God. It 
is the leading purpose of the divine dispensations to bring our 
thoughts, affections, and habits under the influence of piety. To 
show us the Father, and engage us to worship him in spirit and in 
tYuth, were the principal ends of the mission and work of Christ. 
Having considered what our Lord teaches of God the Father, let 
us atterid to instances and expressions of piety, in the life and con- 
dict of Jesus. Th this respect he ‘was not like the Jewish teachers, 
Who said and ‘did not. He was a perfect patterh ‘of perfect instrue- 
tions. 
‘ Our Lord represents the Deity as adorable and amiable in the 
highest degree. He is the Most High, and Lord of heaven and 
earth; heaven is his throne, anc earth is his footstool ; he is the one 
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Jehovah, and the only true God; he is a spirit, whom no man hath 
seen at any time; he hath life in himself; he seeth in secret, he 
knoweth the heart, and with him all things are possible. 

He arrayeth the herb of the field in more than regal glory ; he 
feedeth the fowls of the air; and without him not a sparrow falleth 
to the ground. Much more does his providence extend to man: yea, 
the very hairs of our head are all numbered; and when he vouch- 
safes protection, not one of them shall perish. 

There is nofie good but God; who “ sv loved the world as to give 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” He is also righteous, holy, kind 
‘to the unthankful and evil, perfect in mercy, forgiving to the merci- 
ful, and inexorable to those who withhold paidon aod gcompas- 
sion. He loveth those, who observe our Lord’s precepts: he 
adopteth the peacemakers for his sons; he abhorreth the lofty and 
ostentatious appearance, which men admire: he avengeth his faith- 
ful servants on their persecutors: it is not his will that any should 
perish: the pure in heart shall hereafter see him, and of him shall 
the good be eternally blessed, and the wicked eternally punished 

But the image which perpetually occurs throughout the gospel, 
and under which our Saviour delights to mention God, is that of oar 
heavenly Father; who “maketh the sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust,” and is “ kind 
10 the unthankful and eyil;” who compassionates and embraces the 
returning sinner with the bowels of a most affectionate father; nay, 
‘who is actuated by a stronger principle than natural affection: for 
“ if we, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto our children 
how much more shall our Father, who is in heave, give good things 
to them that ask him ?” 

Such is the God, whom we should fear, because he is able to de- 
stroy both soul and body in hell; whom we should obey after the 
manner of the angels in heaven; from whom we should seek our re- 
ward; to whose will we should wholly resign ourselves; and who 
is the sole object of our worship, service, and prayer; and the high- 
est and best object of our imitation and love, 

(To be continued.) 
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ON THE RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE OF THE 
SABBATH. 





MARE ii. 27. 


The Sabbath was made for man, and not nian for the Sabbath. 


Tue first idea under which the sabbath is represented in scrip- 
ture, is that of a day appropriated to rest. “Six days shalt thou 
Jabour and do all thy work: But the seventh is the sabbath of the 
Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy 
son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, 

* nor thy catile, nor thy ‘stranger that is within thy gatés,” Exod. xx. 
9,10. This is an establishment full of mercy. if we régard only its 
temporal influence. Such is the eagernéss with which multitudes 
desire and seek the emoluments of this sublunary abode, that were 
these emoluments suffered without interruption to engross our atten- 
tion, and call forth our activity: not the indigent and servile only, 
but the affluent and prosperous would, in many instances, “ pursue 
them to their own death.” ‘Do we not find that the worldly-minded 
are seldom or never, satisfied with their present acquisitions? As 
they climb the summit of fortune, and the prospect extends around 
them, are not their wishes excited, and their wants multiplied by the 
successive appearance of objects unperceived in the vale below ? If 
then, no regular intervals of relaxation occurred, how many thou- 
sands, who are now refreshed by the frequent return of the sab- 
bath, would madly destroy their health, and hasten their dissolu- 
tion! To the poor, incessant toil, with all its attendant evils, would 
bécome necessary and inevitable. Their reward would be gradu- 
ally diminished in propertion as the period of practicable service 
was prolonged; and they would soon be constrained to bear the fa- 
tigue of seven days to procure the same pittance which they now 
earn in six. The only change in their condition would therefore 
prove an increase of labour and suffering. 

But the benefit of abstaining from the common occupations of 
life, though more sensibly felt by the laborious, is not confined to 
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any particular class of society. It furnishes a useful respite to all, 
and serves to recruit and invigorate the spirits for future applica- 
tion and industry. “There cannot be a more pleasing, or a more 
cousolatory idea presented to the human mind, than that of one 
universal pause of labour throughout the Christian world, at the 
same moment of time ; diffusing rest, comfort and peace, through a 
large part of the habitable globe, and affording ease and refreshment 
not ouly to our own species, but to the brute creation. Even thése 
are enabled to join in this silent act of adoration, this mute kind of 
homage to the great Lord of all; and although they are incapable 
of any sentiments of religion, yet by this mean they become sharers 
in the blessings of it. Every man of the least sensibility must feel 
the beauty and utility of such an institution as this; and must see 
at the same time, the cruelty of invading this most valuable privi- 
lege, and breaking in upon that sacred repose, which God himself 
has given. It was a point in which it highly became the majesty 
and goodness of heaven itself to interpose.” And it demands in re- 
turn our undissembled gratitude and obedience. This obedience 
consists not, however, in mere inaction. We are called to bodily 
rest, not only to refresh our animal nature, but that our minds unin- 
cumbered by earth-born cares and pursuits, may be free to explore 
the works and ways of God. 

Pursuant to this remark, a second end proposed in the observa- 
tion of the Sabbath, is to perpetuate a devout sense and acknow- 
ledgment of the wonders of creation. “ For in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath 
day, and hallowed it,” Exod. xx. 11. 

Here a subject of the highest sublimity and grandeur invites our 
attention, and calls for our private aud public ascriptions of praise 
to God. “ The invisible things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead.” Assisted by these 
manifestations of his glory, we may confirm our convictions of his 
existence, and rectify and enlarge our apprehensions both of his 
character and our own. ‘“ When,” says pious David, “I consider 
thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and stars which thou 
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hast ordained, what is man that thou art mindful of him? and the 
son of man that thou visitest him?” The splendid appearance, the 
magnificent arrangement, and the salutary influence of the celestial 
bodies, connected with the useful vicissitudes and productions of the 
globe we inhabit, tend to inspire sentiments of the profoundest ve- 
neration and love for that Almighty, munificent Being, “ who 
stretcheth ont the heavens like a curtain, and hangeth the earth 
upon nothing.” Overwhelmed by the numberless displays of his 
inherent excellence and perfection, we feel ourselves to be “less 
than nothing, and vanity before him;” and our wonder and thank- 
fulness are equally excited by the abundant evidence with which 
we are furnished of his parental favour and indulgence to our race, 
When we reflect on the ample provision which is made for our sub- 
gistence and comfort, and realize that the whole system of nature is 
adapted to our circumstances and wants; when we contemplate the 
curious structure of our “bodies, and the capacious powers of our 
minds, we are conscious of the relation in which we stand to “ the 
Father of spirits,” and of our consequent obligations to him and one 
another. Motives to habitual piety and virtue, which can be de, 
rived from ro other source, are called into vigorous action. 

Is it not, then,a becoming and needful practice frequently to sus- 
pend the selfish projects of personal and momentary interest, and di- 
rect our thoughts to the beneficent Author, and rightful Sovereign of 
the universe ? Angels and archangels cast down their crewns before 
the throne, and unite in those seraphic strains, “ Worthy art thou, O 
Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power: For thou hast 
efeated all things; and for thy pleasure they are, and were 
created.” And shall man refuse to inquire, “Where is God my 
maker?” Shall man disregard the return of that holy day, which 
reminds him of his derivation from the greatest and best of beings, 
and inculcates the delightful duty of “praising the Lord for his 
goodness, and for his wonderful works?” To prompt the faithful 
discharge of this duty is the design and tendency of the Sabbath. 
It was instrumental of preserving the knowledge and worship of the 
true God among the Israelites; and it is manifestly conducive and 
efficacious to the same purpose among Christians, 

(To be continued. )- 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 
REFLECTIONS....NO. 4. 


No man is capable of judging accurately of the importance of reli- 
gion, but he who feels interested by an experience of his want of de- 
liverance from misery and wretchedness: to fee] and to be convinced 
we shall not arrive at a place of safety without divine assistance, is the 
only mean to make us submissive to all and every one of the dispen- 
sations of God's providence. 

Such is the state of the human heart by nature, that if it is not 
touched and affected by the divine influence, it remains in a greater 
or less degree cold, hard, and insensible. The psaimist David well 
knew his own actions but was indifferent to their heinousness until 
Nathan the proenet of God with his finger pointed at them; saying, 
“Thou art the man.” Then with a bitter repentance, he Sige 
saying, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 

It is one of the highest privileges a man can attain to, to know the 
Almighty as a being who cannot do but what is right, whether he 
permits us to be visited by prosperity or adversity. It is the ad- 
verse circumstances of life, which teach us humility, and prompts us 
to say, “I brought nothing into the world, and { can carry nothing 
out.” David after trial said, “It is good for me that Ihave been 
afflicted, that I might learn thy statutes.” 

It is a powerful argument to support us, to believe the afflictions 
we endure here, will only work out for usa far more exceeding an 
eternal weight of glory. 

The promise may be long deferr’d, 
But never comes too late. 


Like a slender bark tossed about on the tempestuous ocean, I look 
on all sides around me expecting some unseen billow to dash me 
against the dangerous rocks which often show their frightful heads. 
How does my longing spirit cry, “O, that I had wings like a dove, 
then would I fly away and be at rest.” The more we examine in- 
to the nature of salvation, the more we shall ie led to justify God in 
humbling the sinner and in exalting his rich grace. 
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How great a cause of wonder that God should in infinite wisdom 
choose to manage our redemption gradually through a life of believ- 
ing experience, that the greater shame might fall on the great enemy 
of his glory and our peace. 

Although Satan tries, and is often permitted to dim our eyes, yet 
be himself is blind as it respects God’s victorious secret operations, in 
forming Christ the hope of glory in a believer’s soul; not blind to the 
event, but blind to the springs of deliverance. 

There are also many thicgs from God inaccessible to the believ- 
ing soul, but at the same time influencing it to the life it enjoys. A 
Christian should consider it his misery, to remain in an unfaithful 
ormurmuring temper of mind, yet often he may consider it a mira- 
cle, to be delivered from even such an unhappy frame or disposition. 

How sweet the .reflection, to sit in secret communion with God, 
and explore by faith the region beyond death. There the weary 
are at rest, and there the wicked cease from troubling. There in the 
city of the New Jerusalem, is no more death, but Jesus the Lamb 
gives living food, and God wipes away the tears from the eyes, 


— 


TO YOUTH. 


« And those that seek me early shall find me.” Prov. viii, 7. 


Let meaner objects all retire, 
And Jesus’ love my bosom fire 
With a celestial flame. 
Let my first strength, my blooming hours, 
My heart and flesh, with all their — 
Be dedicate to him. 


Coup you satisfy an avaricious man, that, within a certain en- 
elosure, an invaluable treasure lay concealed, sleep would depart 
from his eyes, and anxiety fill his bosom, until his instant and perse- 
vering researches were crowned with possession.—God, in Christ, 
is the noblest treasure of the soul: and eternal truth assures you, 
that all who in early life, in the way of faith and duty, seek, shall 
find him. This declaration is so explicit, condescending, and in- 
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fallibly certain, that it should powerfully excite you, with the first. 
affections of your heart, to seek the Lord. You cannot begin too 
soon; you may begin too late: for ere long that tremendous counter- 
part of this gracious promise will recéive its accomplishment, “they 
shall seek me early, but they shall not find-me.” Prov. i. 28. 
Therefore, whatever others do, be it your steadfast resolution, to seek 
the Lord while he may be found, and to call upon him while he is near. 


a i a 
SELECT SENTENCES. 


TuEre are those who are well. enough contented with their sins, 
but always discontented with their condition; who complain more 
of their estates being no better than their hearts. 

The spider weaves her web and then hangs the fly in it ; so Satan 
helps sinners to weave the web of sin with religious pretences, and 
then hangs them in the snare. . 

Those who have a good conscience, have not always a good uame. 


The old serpent spits his yenom at-the godly through the mouths 
of the wicked. 


If Satan cannot strike his fiery darts into our conscience, he will 
put a dead fly into our names. The people of God are represented 
to the world in strange forms: how strangely does a saint appear 
when put into the devil’s dress! something like those primitive 
Christians that were clothed with bear-skins, and painted with red 
devils. 

Christ Jesus went more willingly to suffer than we do to pray. 

The saved will be to eternity in a flame of love, and the lost in a 
flame of fire ; both of which are never to be quenched. 

Contentions in religion are never more hot than when the love of 
professors is most cold. 

For a wolf to worry a lamb is usual, but for one lamb to worry 
another is unnatural. : 

For Christ’s lily to be among the thorns is common, but for this 
lily to become a thorn to injure and tear itself is unusual. 


The differences of Christians will be a foil to set off heaven the 
more. 
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ANECDOTE. 


Danret Borcess, preaching a funeral sermon for a Lady, that 
had in her life time heen greatly depressed with doubts and fears, on 
_ Isaiah 42. 3. A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking 
flax shall he not quench. In the application of the dignounye he re- 
peated these verses : 


I thirst for thirstiness, 

I weep for tears, 

Well pleas’d I am to be displeased thus ; 

The only thing I fear, is want of fear; 
Suspecting I am not suspicious, 

I cannot choose but live, because I die ; 

And when I am not dead, how glad am I; 

Yet when I am thus glad, for sense of pain, 
And careful lest that I should careless be, 
Then do I grieve for being glad again, 

And fear, lest carefulness take care from me : 
Amidst those restless thoughts, this rest I find ; 
For those that rest not here there’s rest behind. 


Though the poetry be ancient, there is something more peculiar- 
ly suited to the Christian than what is met in general from modern. 
poets. 


Meeting of the London Society for promoting Christianity among 
the Jews. 


On Tuesday the 26th of Dec. was held the half-yearly meeting 
of the London society for promoting Christianity among the Jews, 
when two Sermons were preached by the Rev. Mr. Wilcox at 
St. Bride’s Church; and the Rev. Mr. Sutcliffe of Olney, at the 
Jews’ Chapel in Spital Fields. On the next day a very numerous 
company of the Subscribers dined together at the city of London 
Tavern, the Earl of Crawford and Lindsay in the Chair. After 
dinner, the report of the Committee was read, the Jewish children 
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under the patronage of the Society (19 boys and 4 girls ) were ad- 
mitted into the room, by Mr. Frey and Mr. Judah Katarivas, « 
Rabbi from Jerusalem who has embraced Christianity. One of the 
boys was then placed on the table, and delivered with great pro- 
priety and energy, the following address, 


MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, 

Encouraged by the kindness with which you have noticed the 
little company of Hebrew children, who, under your patronage, ap- 
pear amongst you at the present time, permit me, on behalf of 
myself and companions, to address you in a few words: 

Rescued from ignorance and want, we are desirous of expressing 
our gratitude to that benevolence of spirit, which has prompted you 
to regard the destitute children of Israel. When the situation in 
which we are now placed, is contrasted with the actual state of 
thousands of our kindred, and when, indeed, some of us consider the 
change which has been wrought on our behalf by your bounty ; 
words cannot be supplied, in sufficient force, by which we can ex- 
press our thankfulness. 

With grief I advert to those of the Jewish race, who, young as we, 
are to be met in all parts of our streets exhibiting marks of poverty 
and profligacy, which cannot but excite the compassion of all who be- 
bold them. In the company now before you are some who, but for 
your efforts, would have been numbered with those youthful gangs 
of depredators which infest the places of public resort, and bring dis- 
grace upon our nation and people. This great attempt, in the causé 
of a race who have been cousidered as the outcasts of society, al- 
though the descendants of him who was called the friend of Ged, 
and the father of the faithful, was reserved for you, and the happy 
days which now we see. 

The lot of all the children now before you was poverty and 
want; that of several, was the greatest ignorance ; and others were in 
danger of falling into the commission of crimes.—From how many 
evils have you rescued us! We are clothed and fed; we are instruct- 
ed in all useful learning, and what is of far greater importance, we 
are instructed in principles which wil} lead-us to virtue and happi-- 
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ness. One of our number, when he applied to the Society for ad- 
mission under your hospitable roof, which truly stands as a Ciry 
of Rxrver, in the sincerity of his heart, said with tears, that “he 
wished to be made a good Christian.”"—To you, Gentlemen, has 
been reserved this greatest of efforts, to snatch from worse than 
Egyptian bondage the rising generation of the seed of Abraham ; by 
delivering their minds from Jewish prejudice and darkness, and di- 
recting their attention to the glories of that Messiah, who, whilst he 
is the reot and offspring of David, and concerning the flesh our kins- 
man and brother, yet is the bright and Morning-star. 

Oh! Generous Christians! Recollect that benefits have flowed 
to you through the medium of our ancestors; since, by the provi- 
dence of God, the house of Abraham was chosen to be the channel 
through which every blessing, both temporal and spiritual, should 
be communicated to all the nations of the earth. 

Endeavour to illuminate our youthful minds with that light and 
knowledge, which may remove that blindness “which in part has 
happened to Israel.”——Multitudes of Jewish children, who are now 
in the benighted state in which we lately were, I hope will shortly 
be desirous of partaking of those benefits which you have so richly 
showered uppn us; let me, therefore, become the humble supplicant 
for the helpless, friendless children of our people, that by your lib- 
erality a fund may be raised, which shall enable the Lonpon Soct- 
ETY to realize its brightest hopes, and become the patrons of the 
rising generation of the house of Israel—And may thousands of 
them speedily imitate us in believing and singing— 


Not all the blood of beasts 
“On Jewish altars slain, &c. 


[The whole of this Hymn of Dr. Watts, was repeated with a very 
proper emphasis. ] 

This Hymn being sung by the Children, produced the most live- 
ly impression upon the company. We never recollect on any public 
occasion of this nature to have seen so many persons moved to tears. 
It was the most gratifying sight to behold so great a number of Jew- 
ish Children acknewledging Jesus as the all-sufficient atoning Lamb. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


The following piece is the production of a Young Lady who does 
not profess to be skilful in the talent of poctry ; it was penned 
while watching with a sick infant who died during the night. 

THE DYING INFANT. 


See the infant groaning, crying, 
Helpless babe! how ’tis distrest, 
Ah! it gasps; "tis surely dying: 
Soon ’twill be in endless rest. 
Distorted now is ev'ry feature, 
Hark! oh hear its plaintive moan : 
Mother, see the little creature, 
See its sigh, and hear its groan, 


Soon ’twill be beyond all sorrow, 
Soon its bosom cease to heave; 
Yes, perhaps before to-morrow 
It will take a final leave. 


Did I say it soon would hasten 
From a world of sin and woe! 

Ah ’tis gone—but do not question; 
Tis your Father—* Even so.” 


°Tis wafted to his throne, 
Where num’rous cherubs meet; 
There, on «shining harp of gold 
It worships at his feet. 


High in the climes of bliss, 
Its infant voice doth sing 

A song of everlasting praise, 
To Christ its heav’nly King. 


Then parents cease to grieve, 

And see a Saviour’s love; 

From sin and woe it takes its leave, 
To reign with him above. 


Then be no longer sad, 

Let sorrow flee away; ° 

To taste of joy, and to be glad 
You'll meet in endless day. 


New-York, July, 1812. 
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OBITUARY. 


Diep, at Chatham, Eng. on the 6th May, Capt. Henry Wurr- 
By, of his Britannic Majesty’s ship Briton, (formerly of the Lean- 
der, 50 gun ship) aged 30. 

On the 5th inst. after a severe and painful illness of two months, 
‘in the 28th year of his age, Micnart Scuppgr, Grocer. 

On Friday morning, July 3, Exizaseta Epwarps Nexsrn> 
aged 2 years and 4 months, daughter of Elias Nexsen, Esq. of this 
city. i 
It is seldom that the death of an infant is thus recorded; but in 
this little girl almost every amiable quality was centered. Although 
so young, her conversation was remarkably lively and entertaining, 
her sallies of juvenile wit would ever afford pleasure, whilst her 
agreeable familiarity would create a prepossession towards her; 
visitors were sure to be seen safe to the door; her needle, thread, 
thimble, and little work-basket were at her side, as she sat by her 
mother; and in sweet accents she would tell you of her precious 
Bible, what a treasure does the word of God afford. A bright lus- 
tre would beam from her eye, as on her knees she would repeat Our 
Father which art in heaven; and with a gravity which always com- 
manded attention, she would sing 


How vain are all things here below, 
How false, and yet how fair. 


She was always engaging and interesting, and appeared as ripen- 
ing too fast to live long in the world—a climate too chilly and frosty 
to nurture plants, which seem destined only to grow to chaste luxu- 
riance in heaven. 

Parents, mourn not the loss of the infant—doubtless around the 
throne it sweetly sings Hallelujah. 

Youthful reader, none are too young to die! Death’s cruel scythe 
often takes in its sweep young and tender plants! Seek Christ in 
infancy, and he will bless you. 

Aod ye aged, if the young die thus—how watchful, how sober 
should you be ? Let your hands and your hearts be stretched out 
towards God, in preparation for that summons which will awaken 
you to an eternal world. 
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